
Director’s Message 
 
Hello camp families, friends, alumni,

I hope everyone is settling back into school and fall routines. It’s a great 
time be outside in Vermont. We’ve had a wonderful Indian summer and have 
enjoyed many beautiful fall days. 

As Abnaki traditions go, spending 5 summers or increments of 5, is a big 
milestone and a chance for reflection. During their 5th summer at camp, 
staff and campers pick a Nidokenak name; for their 10th, an Odzihozos 
name. Some opt to change their names while others stay the same. 

As I participated in our Nidokenak Ceremony this past summer I chose to 
keep my Nidokenak name of “Curious Papa Bear.” I chose the name 10 years 
ago as a Nidokenak. The word Curious described my inquisitive nature, Papa 
represented my role as a father, friend, and mentor, and Bear because I’m a 
hairy guy.  

Although I hope that each camper and staff member grows and becomes 
a different person each summer, there are some constants about camp for 
me. Camp is always a place of learning and curiosity. Each summer we at-
tract a wide range of people that can teach us so much. I’m always excited 
to meet the new campers, staff, and so curious about their experiences and 
talents. We learn so much not only because we are students, but because we 
have the opportunity to teach and lead. There are so many ways staff and 
campers take on leadership roles, mentor each other, and teach each other. 

The summer is over, but we’re always thinking about next year, another year 
of learning and curiosity.  See you next summer. 
 
      

Jon Kuypers, Camp Director
jkuypers@gbymca.org

IMPORTANT DATES

Happening Now!
Early Bird Registration for 2018 

January 1
Normal Registration for 2018 

Begins!

January 6
Camper & Staff Reunions

May 3
Camp Opens for 2018 Season

June 10 
Summer 2018 Open House

June 24
First day of Summer Camp 2018!

August 31 - September 3
Labor Day Family Camp

September 21 – 23
Father Son Weekend

“Help the Other Fellow”
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THE CAMP ABNAKI
HERALD
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2017 Volunteers
We would like to thank the following
volunteer groups for helping make 
Abnaki a better place this year 
through their hard work at camp:

Ben & Jerry’s
GlobalFoundries
GE
Hickock & Boardman
South Burlington High School - SLAM
IBM Retirees
Mama’s Gardens
Pi Kappa Phi - UVM
Many Individuals

Amazing Summer Memories!

The Y’s Community Partner

Website and Registration Software Update 
Two very big changes are coming 
to Camp Abnaki this winter and we 
couldn’t be more excited for them! 
We are thrilled to announce that 
we will be unveiling our new camp 
website in November! Along with the 
new website will be a new registration 
software called UltraCamp, which 
will make the registration and form 
process easier for everyone involved.

The new website will be launched 
with a new yet familiar feel to it for 
anyone who has visited the Greater 
Burlington YMCA’s website. It will 
be a cleaner, easier-to-navigate 
experience for our online users. The 
website is being designed in house 
with the help of some Y staff.

The new registration software, 
UltraCamp, will make the registra-
tion and paperwork process easier 
for campers and their family. It 
will bring together many things to 
allow families to go to one place 
for things that in the past were 
separated. UltraCamp is an indus-
try standard for camp registration 
software. Every family will have their 
own account with an easy-to-use 
interface. 

We can’t wait to share these new 
developments with you and hope 
you enjoy them!

 - Adam Van Vught
    Assistant Camp Director
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A new home for Greater Burlington YMCA is coming!
As a part of the Greater Burlington YMCA family, Camp 
Abnaki is invested in the happenings at the Y in downtown 
Burlington, VT and there is one very big happening going on 
right now. The Y has been taking on building a new facility 
and are now within striking distance of it.

The current Y facility, built in 1934, is outdated, inefficient, 
and inaccessible; making it a challenge to the organization 
and a barrier to community members. The new facility will 
have two pools, fitness and wellness centers, and a multi-generational community space. The new facility will 
help the Y provide continued program success and build even further for the future.

The fundraising campaign is currently at over 80% of its goal for the new building. Estimates put ground break-
ing of the new facility this upcoming summer. This will result in a stronger, healthier Vermont for all to live, 
work, and play.

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
A first time staff member that 
exemplifies the spirit of camp

KEITH McKENNA
Keith, in his first year on camp and 
first year as our Waterfront Direc-
tor, brought a new sense of energy 
and professionalism to his role. 
Never losing his sight on safety, 
Keith pushed the waterfront and all 
parts of camp to have a better time 
in creative ways that everyone en-
joyed. He has an upbeat personality 
that makes him instantly likeable. He 
could be found everywhere getting 
involved and making someone’s day 
better. 

SPIRIT OF ABNAKI
A staff member that exemplifies 

the spirit of Camp Abnaki

GREG HAYDEN
Greg is an active member of the 
Camp Abnaki family, becoming a 
Nidokenak in 2017. All five years 
have been spent as the MTA 
(Medical/Transportation Assistant) 
for camp, ensuring campers are 
safe on and off camp and providing 
a consistent, knowledgeable and 
comforting presence in the Health 
Center and around camp. Greg is 
willing to drop everything to help a 
camper in need, often taking time 
away from his personal time to do 
so. If you are lucky enough, you may 
even get to see Greg smile when he 
doesn’t think you are looking.

THE NICE GUY AWARD
A staff member who is an all 

around “nice guy”

JAMES BAKER
James came to camp this year 
after graduating from St. Michaels’ 
College in the Burlington area this 
previous spring. As the Assistant 
Waterfront Director, James could 
be found down at the waterfront 
helping ensure safety and fun for all 
who are there. If you ever saw James 
around camp, you could guarantee 
he was smiling and helping someone 
out. James is one of the kindest in-
dividuals we could have had on camp 
this year and we are lucky to have 
had him. 

2017 Camp Abnaki Staff Award Winners
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Camp Abnaki is a program of the Greater Burlington 
YMCA, a non-profit organization with a mission to 
build a strong community by involving youth, adults 
and families in programs and activities that develop 
spirit, mind and body. 

This year has been exciting and full of work here at 
camp.  Everything from painting, fixing doors, getting 
a new mower and building a new store. There is always 
something going on.

Early in the season we purchased new mower for the 
camp. The old one just had enough and decided to start 
early retirement. We looked and looked and looked, 
finally getting a diesel Grasshopper with a 72” deck. It 
has been very good to us.

We also had some big projects like the new Store. The 
old store’s structure was to the point where we decided 
to go big or go home. We tore down the old store, used 
a temporary store for the summer, and now are doing 
the finishing touches to the new building. Who’s going 
to be the first ever person in line?

We have had many companies and individuals come out 
and volunteer to get a lot of the smaller projects done.  
We thank them all, they help in many ways. They clean, 
paint, fix, and assist in getting camp up and running and 
closed for the season. GE even financed and built a new 
program area, our hammock village. The village has 12 

hammocks in an octangular pattern for an unbelievable 
relaxation spot.

Currently, Cabin Hibbard is our main project. It is 
planned to be completed for summer 2018. There are 
many other plans in the making, make sure to keep in 
contact to find out how camp is doing and what we are 
up to next.

Thank You to all the 2017 staff and families that keep 
making YMCA Camp Abnaki a place of wonderment and 
discovery.  

   - Chris Retz, Property Manager

Facilities Update 

“Help the Other Fellow”

The new store


